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Course: English 9 
 

Overview of Course  
 

This area of study will address the skills required in the Pennsylvania Common Core standards with an emphasis on 
increased rigor. The course will emphasize critical and creative thinking, reading, and writing. Literature studies 
include a variety of multi-cultural selections such as The Odyssey, Romeo and Juliet, Animal Farm, Tuesdays With 
Morrie, Lord of the Flies, a variety of short stories (both fiction and non-fiction), poetry and essays. A career research 
project using proper MLA formatting is required. Additional emphasis will be placed on communication skills such 
as vocabulary development and class participation. 
 

 
Overarching Big Ideas, Enduring Understandings, and Essential Questions 

(These “spiral” throughout the entire curriculum.) 
Big Idea 
(A Big Idea is 
typically a noun and 
always transferable 
within and among 
content areas.) 

 
 

Standard(s) Addressed 
(What Common Core Standard(s) and/or PA Standard(s) addresses this 
Big Idea?)  
 
 
 
 

Enduring Understanding(s) 
(SAS refers to Enduring Understandings as “Big Ideas.”  EUs are the 
understandings we want students to carry with them after they graduate.  EUs 
will link Big Ideas together.  Consider having only one or two EUs per Big 
Idea.)  

Essential Question(s) 
(Essential Questions are broad and 
open ended.  Sometimes, EQs can be 
debated.  A student’s answer to an EQ 
will help teachers determine if 
he/she truly understands.  Consider 
having only one or two EQs per 
Enduring Understanding.) 

 
Exploration 

 
 
 

 

CC.1.5.9-10.A Initiate and participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions on grades level topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. CC.1.5.9-10.D 
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can 
follow the line of reasoning; ensure that the presentation 
is appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

History, culture, and personal experiences shape and influence 
literature. 
 
Human nature allows us to see ourselves in literature from 
different places and times. 
 
Drawing on prior knowledge is necessary for analysis and 
interpretation of both fiction and nonfiction. 

How do we shape and form 
our identities? 
 
How can we use literature to 
determine our individual 
pathways to adulthood? 
 
Can literature effect social 
change? 
 
How do I use what I already 
know to figure out what I 
don’t know yet?  
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Communicatio
n 

CC.1.4.9-10.A Write informative/ explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately. CC.1.4.9-10.B Write 
with a sharp distinct focus identifying topic, task, and 
audience  CC.1.4.9-10.C Develop and analyze the topic 
with relevant, well-chosen, and sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic; include graphics and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. CC.1.4.9-10.D 
Organize ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; use appropriate 
and varied transitions to link the major sections of the 
text; include formatting when useful to aiding 
comprehension; provide a concluding statement or 
section. CC.1.4.9-10.K Write with an awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of composition. • Use precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the 
complexity of the topic.• Establish and maintain a formal 
style and objective tone while attending to the norms of 
the discipline in which they are writing.• Establish and 
maintain a formal style. 

 
Writing is a powerful tool for communicating.  
 
 
 
 
There is a direct correlation between organization and 
effectiveness of writing. 
 
 
Writing is a process which requires development of thought to 
address various needs of one’s audience. 
 
 
Reading and writing are part of an educated person’s lifestyle. 

 
Why is writing important?  
 
What makes writing 
coherent, logical, and 
expressive? 
 

Connections CC.1.3.9-10.C Analyze how complex characters develop 
over the course of a text, interact with other characters, 
and advance the plot or develop the theme. CC.1.3.9-
10.H Analyze how an author draws on and transforms 
themes, topics, character types, and/or other text 
elements from source material in a specific work. 
CC.1.3.9-10.J Demonstrate understanding across content 
areas within grade appropriate level texts of figurative 
language, word relationships, and the shades of meaning 
among related words. CC.1.3.9-10.K Read and 
comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading 
independently and proficiently 

Reading a wide range of texts builds understanding. 
 
Making reader-text connections involves thinking beyond the 
text and applying the text to variety of situations. 
 
Reading and writing are part of an educated person’s lifestyle. 
 

What habits do good readers 
engage in? 
 
Why is it important to be a 
good reader? 
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Patterns/ 
Order  
 

CC.1.3.9-10.I Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade level reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies and tools. CC.1.4.9-
10.L Demonstrate a grade appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation and spelling.  CC.1.4.9-10.T 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a 
specific purpose and audience. 

A rich vocabulary enables us to understand and communicate 
more effectively. 
 
Written communication and proper grammar mechanics 
promote fluency of communication. 
 
Words are composed of parts that help us understand their 
meaning. 
 
Knowledge of syntax, language structure and context clues are 
vital components of the reading and writing process and can 
help in identifying the intended meaning of words and phrases 
in a work. 

How does word choice affect 
meaning? 
 
What is the purpose of 
applying grammar and 
mechanics skills? 

 
Big Ideas, Enduring Understandings, and Essential Questions Per Unit of Study 

 
Month of 
Instruction 
 

Title of 
Unit 

Big Idea(s) 
 

Standard(s) Addressed 
 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 
 

Essential 
Question(s) 

Common 
Assessment(s)* 
 

Common Resource(s)* 
Used 
 

August/ 
September 

Short 
Stories 

Effective 
Storytelling 
 
Conflict and 
Consequences 
of actions 

CC.1.2.9-10.A  
Determine a central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the 
text. CC.1.2.9-10.C Apply 
appropriate strategies to 
analyze, interpret, and 
evaluate how an author 
unfolds an analysis or series 
of ideas or events, including 
the order in which the points 
are made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 

The elements of a 
great story include 
exposition, an inciting 
incident, rising action, 
climax, falling action 
and resolution. 
 
Conflict is an essential 
part of the storytelling 
process. 
 
Writers utilize a 
variety of language 
devices to create 
specific effects and 
evoke reactions from 
the readers. 
 

What are the elements 
of plot in a short story 
and how do they 
function together to 
create a good fictional 
story? 
 
How do writers create 
short stories that 
engage the reader? 
 
How does a writer use 
language devices 
(diction, imagery, 
symbolism, figurative 
language) for specific 
effects in short 
stories? 

Quizzes/Essays 
(after each story) 
 
 
Short Story Unit 
Test 
 
Class 
Discussion/ 
Participation 
 
 

(All stories can be found in 
textbook) 
“The Cask of Amontillado” 
– Edgar Allan Poe 
“The Most Dangerous 
Game” – Richard Connell 
“A Sound of Thunder” – 
Ray Bradbury 
“Gift of the Magi” – O. 
Henry 
“The Necklace” – Guy  
de Maupassant 
“Harrison Bergeron” – 
Kurt Vonnegut 
 
Freytag’s pyramid 
 
Word Wall: allusion, 
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and the connections that are 
drawn between them. 
CC.1.3.9-10.J Demonstrate 
understanding across 
content areas within grade 
appropriate level texts of 
figurative language, word 
relationships, and the shades 
of meaning among related 
words. CC.1.3.9-10.K Read 
and comprehend literary 
fiction on grade level, 
reading independently and 
proficiently. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our actions impact 
others or cause 
reactions. 
 
 
 

 
How does conflict lead 
to change? 
 
Why do conflicts exist 
between people? 
 
How do our actions 
impact others or cause 
chain reactions? 
 
 
 

antagonist, protagonist, 
character, irony, conflict, 
setting, exposition, inciting 
incident, climax, rising 
action, falling action, 
resolution, satire, theme, 
tone, mood, dialogue, 
foreshadowing 

September/
October 

Prompt 
Writing 
 
 
(FALL 
WRITING 
PROMPT) 

Critical 
Thinking 
 
Organization 
 
The Writing 
Process 

CC.1.4.9-10.A 
Write informative/ 
explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately.  
CC.1.4.9-10.B 
Write with a sharp distinct 
focus identifying topic, task, 
and audience  CC.1.4.9-10.C  
Develop and analyze the 
topic with relevant, well-
chosen, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and 
examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of the 
topic; include graphics and 

Writing is a process 
which requires 
development of 
thought to address 
various needs of one’s 
audience. 

 
 

What makes writing 
coherent, logical, and 
expressive? 
 
How do writers tailor 
their writing for a 
specific purpose and 
audience? 

Fall Writing 
Prompt 

Teacher created writing 
prompt 
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multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

October Animal 
Farm 

Freedom 
 
Leadership 
 
Use and abuse 
of power 
 
Effective 
storytelling 
 
Language 

CC.1.2.9-10.B  
Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences and conclusions 
based on an author’s explicit 
assumptions and beliefs 
about a subject.  
CC.1.3.9-10.A Determine a 
theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze in detail its 
development over the  
course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of  
the text.  CC.1.3.9-10.H 
Analyze how an author 
draws on and transforms 
themes, topics, character 
types, and/or other text  
elements from source 
material in a specific work.  
CC.1.3.9-10.I 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning  
words and phrases based on 
grade level reading and 
content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies 
and tools. CC.1.3.9-10.K 
Read and comprehend 
literary fiction on grade 

The quality of 
leadership is 
determined by the 
involvement of the 
electorate. 
 
 
 
Freedom is not 
license, but 
responsibility. 
 
 
 
“Unlimited power is 
apt to corrupt the 
minds of those who 
possess it.” – William 
Pitt 
 
 
 
In society individuals 
are not treated 
equally. 
 
Language can be used 
to manipulate people. 

What is leadership? 
 
 
 
What causes or 
prevailing conditions 
cause people to rise 
up and rebel against 
government? 
 
 
 
What is the nature of 
power and how do 
people get it, take and 
use or abuse it? 
 
 
 
What happens when 
people allow 
themselves to be ruled 
by a tyrant? 
 
In what way can 
language be powerful? 

Chapter Reading 
Guides 
 
Class Discussions 
 
Final novel exam 
(objective and 
subjective) 
 
 
 

Animal Farm novel 
 
Word Wall: satire, irony, 
character, allegory, fable, 
conflict 
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level, reading independently 
and proficiently. 

October/ 
November 

Writing/ 
Career 
Research 

Critical 
Thinking 
 
Organization 
 
The Writing 
Process 

CC.1.4.9-10.A 
Write informative/ 
explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately.  
CC.1.4.9-10.B 
Write with a sharp distinct 
focus identifying topic, task, 
and audience  CC.1.4.9-10.C  
Develop and analyze the 
topic with relevant, well-
chosen, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and 
examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of the 
topic; include graphics and 
multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

Writing is a process. 
 
Writing is a powerful 
tool for 
communicating. 
 
The research process 
involves gathering and 
organizing 
information to share 
with a reader. 
 
Students should be 
able to demonstrate 
the ability to interpret 
and analyze poetry. 
 
 
 

How do good writers 
use the research 
process to find and 
share information?  
 
How can I find 
information within 
sources and take 
notes? 
 
How can I organize 
my research in order 
to present my findings 
to the reader? 
 
How do writers tailor 
their writing for a 
specific purpose and 
audience? 
 
 

2-4 page paper 
complete with 
proper MLA 
citations and 
MLA-formatted 
Works Cited 
page. 
 
All notes, 
outlines and 
rough drafts will 
be submitted 
with final copy 

Library resources (Gale, 
COIN, Career Internet 
Database, Career 
Guidance, Destiny) 
 
 

December/ 
January 

Romeo 
and Juliet 

Conflict 
 
Love and Hate 
 
Loyalty 
 
Cause and 
Effect 
 
Fate vs. Free 
Will 
 
Figurative 
Language 

CC.1.3.9-10.A  
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text and 
analyze in detail its 
development over the 
course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the 
text. CC.1.3.9-10.C  
Analyze how complex 
characters develop over the 
course of a text, interact with 
other characters, and 

Our actions impact 
others or cause 
reactions. 
 
Love and hate are very 
intense emotions that 
can cause people to 
act in ways they 
ordinarily wouldn’t. 
 
Shakespeare’s ideas 
and understanding of 
human nature 
transcend time. 
 

In what ways do little 
decisions and/or 
choices affect our lives 
and those around us? 
 
Are we governed by 
fate or free will? 
 
Is love stronger than 
hate? 
 
How does family play 
a role in shaping one’s 
identity, values and 
beliefs? 

Class discussion/ 
participation 
 
Quizzes 
 
Final Essay Exam 
 
 

Romeo and Juliet – found 
in textbook 
 
Clips from Franco 
Zeferelli’s movie Romeo 
and Juliet 
 
Clips from The Reduced 
Shakespeare Company’s 
performance of The 
Complete Works of 
Shakespeare: Unabridged 
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advance the plot or develop 
the theme. CC.1.3.9-10.F 
Analyze how words and 
phrases shape meaning and 
tone in texts. CC.1.3.9-10.I 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade level 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies and tools. 

Locating themes and 
providing textual 
support develops 
more thoughtful 
readers. 
 
Language creates, 
maintains, nurtures, 
and complicates 
connections among 
people. 

 
How does the cause-
effect relationship 
work and how does it 
relate to the events 
leading up to the end 
of the play? 
 
 
How are people 
changed by their 
relationships with 
each other? 
 
How does literature 
help us better 
understand ourselves? 

January/ 
February 

Poetry Figurative 
Language 
 
Patterns 
 
Diversity 
 
Exploration 

CC.1.3.9-10.A  
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text and 
analyze in detail its 
development over the 
course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the 
text. CC.1.3.9-10.B  
Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences and conclusions 
based on an author’s explicit 
assumptions and beliefs 
about a subject. CC.1.3.9-
10.F Analyze how words and 
phrases shape meaning and 

Poetry uses figurative 
language to tell a story 
and/or express a 
writer’s feelings, 
thoughts, and 
emotions. 
 
Poetic devices can be 
used to engage the 
reader. 
 
Poets utilize life 
experiences as a 
foundation for 
creative and 
expressive thinking. 
 
 

Why is imagery and 
symbolism as a 
poetic/literary device 
important to the 
understanding/apprec
iation of poetry? 
 
What importance does 
poetry have in my 
own life? 
 
What/How can I learn 
about other cultures 
through poetry? 
 
 
How can I improve my 
understanding of 
other literary works 
(both fiction and 
nonfiction) by 

Poetry Project 
 
Quizzes on 
figurative 
language, 
content 
 
Class 
Discussion/ 
Participation 

 “Starfish”, “in Just-”, Haiku 
(3) “Once by the Pacific”,  
“Country Scene”, “The Car” 
“Daily”, “A Blessing”, “Fog” 
“Fire and Ice”, “Hope is the 
thing with feathers”,  
“Fame is a fickle food”, 
“Tiburon”, “Fifteen”,  
“Women”, “I Wandered 
Lonely As A Cloud” 
“The Courage That My 
Mother Had”, “Advice for a 
Stegosaurus”, “The Gift”, 
“Possum Crossing”, “I Hear 
America Singing”, “Ballad 
of Birmingham” 
(All poems found in 
textbook) 
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tone in texts. CC.1.3.9-10.G 
Analyze the representation 
of a subject or a key scene in 
two different artistic 
mediums, including what is 
emphasized or absent in 
each treatment. CC.1.3.9-
10.J Demonstrate 
understanding across 
content areas within grade  
appropriate level texts of  
figurative language, word 
relationships, and the shades 
of meaning among related 
words. 

studying poetry? 

March “The 
Odyssey” 

Mythology 
 
Courage 
 
Challenge 
 
Character 
 
Survival 

CC.1.3.9-10.A  
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text and 
analyze in detail its 
development over the  
course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of  
the text. CC.1.3.9-10.B  
Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences and conclusions 
based on an author’s explicit 
assumptions and beliefs 
about a subject. CC.1.3.9-
10.C  Analyze how complex 
characters develop over the 
course of a text, interact with 
other characters, and 

Mythology plays a 
significant role in 
Greek epic poems. 
 
 
Literature can reveal 
the values of a given 
culture/time period. 
 
 
The typical 
conventions of an 
odyssey include: epic 
hero, quest, 
supernatural 
elements, 
resurrection, and 
restitution.  
 
A person’s actions and 
decisions can 
drastically change 
his/her life.  

What is an epic hero? 
 
 
What does “The 
Odyssey” show us 
about heroes and 
Greek culture? 
 
 
 
What are the elements 
of an epic poem and 
how are those 
elements repeated in 
modern texts and 
films? 
 
 
 
In the face of 
adversity, what causes 
some individuals to 
prevail while others 

Essay Exam 
 
Quizzes 
 
Class 
Participation/ 
Discussion 
 

Selection found in textbook 
 
Clips from the film “O 
Brother, Where Art Thou?” 
 
Word Wall: bard, epithet, 
Homeric simile, in medias 
res, muse, myth, hubris 
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advance the plot or develop 
the theme. CC.1.3.9-10.K 
Read and comprehend 
literary fiction on grade 
level, reading independently 
and proficiently. 

fail? 

 Writing Critical 
Thinking 
 
Organization 
 
Creativity 

CC.1.4.9-10.B Write with a 
sharp distinct focus 
identifying topic, task, and 
audience. CC.1.4.9-10.C 
Develop and analyze the 
topic with relevant, well-
chosen, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and 
examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of the 
topic; include graphics and 
multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 
CC.1.4.9-10.E Write with an 
awareness of the stylistic 
aspects of composition.  
• Use precise language and  
domain-specific vocabulary 
to manage the complexity of 
the topic. 
• Establish and maintain a  
formal style and objective  
tone while attending to the  
norms of the discipline in  
which they are writing. 
• Establish and maintain a  
formal style. 

Writing is a process 
which requires 
development of 
thought to address 
various needs of one’s 
audience. 

 
 

What makes writing 
coherent, logical, and 
expressive? 
 
How do writers tailor 
their writing for a 
specific purpose and 
audience? 

Spring Writing 
Prompt 

Teacher-created prompt  

April Non-
fiction 

Responsibilit
y 
 

CC.1.2.9-10.C Apply 
appropriate strategies to 
analyze, interpret, and 

Nonfiction is prose 
writing that presents 
and explains ideas or 

Why is nonfiction an 
important genre of 
literature? 

Journals 
 
Quizzes 

“Cub Pilot on the 
Mississippi” – Mark Twain 
“The Secret Latina” – 
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Perspective 
 
Discovery 

evaluate how an author 
unfolds an analysis or series 
of ideas or events, including 
the order in which the points 
are made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are 
drawn between them. 
CC.1.2.9-10.D Determine an 
author’s particular point of 
view and analyze how 
rhetoric advances the point 
of view. CC.1.2.9-10.E 
Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text. 
CC.1.2.9-10.G Analyze 
various accounts of a subject 
told in different mediums 
(e.g., a person’s life story in 
both print and multimedia), 
determining which details 
are emphasized in each 
account. 

tells about real people, 
places, objects, or 
events. 
 
Nonfiction allows 
writers to convey 
personal experiences 
and readers to relate 
to the ideas expressed. 
 
The features and 
structures of text help 
readers understand 
and apply 
information. 
 
 

 
How and why do 
people choose specific 
moments to retell? 
 
What is the author’s 
responsibility in 
writing nonfiction 
pieces? 
 
How does 
understanding the 
author’s purpose help 
us learn new 
information? 
 
 

 
Class 
Participation/ 
Discussion 

Veronica Chambers 
“The Grandfather” – Gary 
Soto 
from Boy – Roald Dahl 
“Ain’t I a Woman?” – 
Sojourner Truth 
“Why I Wrote Perseopolis” 
– Marjane Satrapi 
“Kaavya Viswanathan: 
Unconscious Copycat or 
Plagiarist?” - 
Sandhya Nankani 
 
 

April/May Lord of 
the Flies 

Humanity/ 
Society 
 
Loyalty 
 
Conflict 

CC.1.3.9-10.A  
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text and 
analyze in detail its 
development over the  
course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of  
the text. CC.1.3.9-10.B  

Conflict between good 
and evil is a common 
literary theme. 
 
 
Power and ambition 
influences the choices 
that people make. 
 
 
 

Is human nature 
inherently good or 
evil? 
 
 
Why is power so 
attractive? 
 
How do fear and 
desire for acceptance 
influence human 

Quizzes 
 
Final Exam 
 
Final project on 
personality types 
and archetypes 

Novels 
 
United Streaming videos 
(Discovery Schools) on 
William Golding, Lord of 
the Flies and WWII 
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Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences and conclusions 
based on an author’s explicit 
assumptions and beliefs 
about a subject. CC.1.3.9-
10.K Read and comprehend 
literary fiction on grade 
level, reading independently 
and proficiently. 
 
 

Crisis creates 
vulnerability.  
 
Desire for a perfect 
society leads to 
conflict. 

behavior? 
 
When is loyalty to 
one’s self more 
important than loyalty 
to others? 
 
How do competing 
notions of what a 
Utopian society 
should look like lead 
to conflict? 
 
Do individuals control 
groups, or do groups 
control individuals? 

May/June Tuesdays 
With 
Morrie 

Courage 
 
Love/Family 
 
Death 
 
Inter-
dependence 
 
Aging/ 
Maturity 

CC.1.2.9-10.A  
Determine a central idea of a  
text and analyze its  
development over the 
course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the 
text. CC.1.2.9-10.B  
Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences and conclusions 
based on an author’s explicit 
assumptions and beliefs 
about a subject. CC.1.2.9-
10.C Apply appropriate 
strategies to analyze, 
interpret, and evaluate how 
an author unfolds an 

Our personal 
experiences shape our 
view of others. 
 
 
 
Our understanding of 
ourselves and the 
world around us 
changes over time, as 
do relationships with 
others. 
 
 
 
Good writing is 
supposed to create an 
emotional response in 
the reader. 
 

What is the meaning 
of life and does that 
shape our beliefs 
regarding death? 
 
In a culture where we 
are bombarded with 
ideas and images of 
“what we should be,” 
how does one form 
an identity that 
remains true and 
authentic for 
her/himself? 
 
How are people 
transformed through 
their relationships 
with others? 
 
What can we learn 
from different 

Essay exam 
 
Class discussion/ 
participation 
 
Final project 
connecting 
themes in 
contemporary 
music to themes 
in the book 

Books 
 
Tuesdays With Morrie 
made-for-tv movie 
 
Morrie’s interviews with 
Ted Koppel (DVD) 
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analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order 
in which the points are 
made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are 
drawn between them. 
CC.1.2.9-10.E Analyze in 
detail how an author’s ideas 
or claims are developed and 
refined by particular 
sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text. 

generations? 
 
How do friendships 
change over time? 

 


